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in the middle of a sentence by a huissier who suddenly
entered the room. The doctor was most insistent that
the interview should end, and Poincare at once stood
up so that the sick man should not attempt any further
exertion.

The interview was brought to a close with expres-
sions of sincere regret; Poincare congratulated
Stresemann on his work, and spoke with great regard
of the sick man's courage in facing the journey to
Paris* He himself who had been in bad health for some
time knew what it meant to strain the system to the last
limit. And as he accompanied the German Foreign
Minister down the broad marble staircase of the
Ministry of Finance his expression was that of a man
who has recognised his adversary as his equal.

Stresemann was the first to affix his signature to the
Kellogg Pact, His hand was steady, and he wrote his
name in his usual flowing and unbroken script. He *
stood in the glaring light of the great candelabra, with
the eyes of the world upon him. The American
Secretary of State nodded to himself in satisfaction.
He picked up the pen, held his trembling half-paralysed
fingers steady with his other hand, and carefully guided
the pen across the white sheet, moving his head with
the movements of his hand. For him it was a great
day. His name would always remain associated with
this pact. God had permitted him to see the fulfilment
of his great idea.

Another and a much younger man wiped the drops
of sweat from his forehead and thanked his Creator for
allowing him at least enough strength to survive the
day.

Outside the Foreign Ministry the road was blocked